BRETHREN EVANttELIBT. 


God are slow to take hold of (estivals and 
such like revelry, and those who do not 
raake a niíe to sludy Cod's word, but who 
take man's word, are the ones who usually 
take up all the new fastness of the world. 
The Brethren church in its incipiency 
knew nothing of Suppers, festivals, and 
such Iike, but now in many places we lïnd 
it apace with the fastest church of the 
age. 

Why is it that these people who advo- 
cate festivals, etc, will pay their obliga- 
tions to their state and county without 
making a festival to raise the money to 
pay it with, and the same may be said of 
their famílies and self, but when it comes 
to paying their highest obligation, that is 
to God, then they rebel and make a festi- 
val, or entertainment or supper to have 
the world pay their highest and most holy 
obligation ? I would take this as an in- 
sult if it were offered to me in such a way, 
and I assure those who have morè zeal 
than knowledge that such gifts do not as- 
cend to God as a sweet savor unto 

him. 

I think if a man must resort to a festi- 
val, supper, or entertainmenl to keep up 
expenses, he had best apply the proceeds 
to himself and pay the Lord's dues in an 
honorable way. The law required the 
first and best of all the land for the Lord's 
purpose, but modern Christianity has re- 
versed the order and takes out the first 
and best for self and then if not enough 
is left, they resort to festivals and other 
foolishness to raise the Lord's dues. It 
takes a mean man to resort to such meth- 
ods for God's work and better melhods 
for himself, and if those who somisappro- 
priate their time, talents and means would 
stop and think that revelry in all forms is 
condemned, and that God wrote Belshaz- 
zar's doom at a festival they might not 
care to go any further in this work. The 
Lord deliver the Brethren church from 
this deadly serpent ' The Lord open the 
eyes of the half dead and dying ! To keep 
unspotted from the world, and shun the 
appearance of evil is living a holy life un- 
to God. The little foxes are the ones 
that satan uses to go out on the branches 
that will not bear the old fox. The old 
fox would be killed or looked upon with 
horror and disdain, but the little ones may 
be piayed, but see the harm even these 
little ones do. Many*a man would resist 
a rope if you were to try to lcad hím to 
perdition with it, but the same man may 
be led by a hair by the devil wheresoever 
he listelh. The church is getting wild for 
money and most every means isetnployed 
to secure it. Well did Paul say the love 
of money is the root of all evil 


Christ for money. They bring reproach 
upon the church for money, and I ara ín- 
clined to believe that the very devil will 
preach if he is given money enough. I 
believe that he will becomea church niem- 
ber if he is allowed to have hís own way 
in the church. Vea, I believe the devil 
will live a moral life and teach inorality, 
if by that means he may have nien and 
women become worldly and keep Christ 
out of their lives and hearts. The crowd 
may be with the festival, but Christ is not 
with the crowd antl never was. * • 


There was a whole world of wicked and 
worldly people to eight righteous ones. 
There was a whole city or two of world- 
lings to four of God's people. There were 
four hundred and fifty false prophets to 
one true prophet in lUal's day. Il was 
the same in Daniel's time. Inthedaysof 
Christ and the apostles and in the days of 
the martyrs the same. And if Christ's 
words be true, which we all dare not deny 
we must conclude that "few shall be sav- 
ed," and that not all who say "Lord, Lord, 
shall enter the kingdom of God." And 
"many are called but fewchosen." We 
boast of a safe baptism, but this can do 
us no good at all unless all other things 
are safe. 

Kisher's Hill, Va. 


INFANT BAPTISM. 

J. C. MAtKKV. 

In the "l'ittsburgCommercial Ga/etle," 
Wednestlay, l'eb. ty, there appears a re- 
port of the second days' session of the 
Pittsburg Southern Lutheran Synod. 
Among the papers re ad befo re this body 
was one on "Infant Hapttsm, its Eíticien- 
cy and Power," by Hev. SautueS Schwarm 
l>h, D. Says the report, "Infant baptism 
was favored not because the ytmng can 
appreciate the failh,but as anaid in estab- 
lishinga morè convenliunal feeling be- 
tween the child and God." 


The Dr., if the report is correct, is evi- 
dently morè càndid than the majority 
of the scholars in the communion of the 
Pedo-Baptistchurches. VVhatsoever may 
be held in the way of private view, the re- 
Itgious bodies practicing the sprinkling of 
infants for baptism, are expected to be- 
lieve that baptism is a sacrament, in which 
we are washed in wàter, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost ; índicating and sealing our 
union with Christ, our enjoyment of the 
blessings of the Covenant of Grace, and 
our engagement to be the Lord's child ren. 


is a problem which, thank God, I am not 
obliged to sol ve. 

Clearer declarations that baptism is a 
sinner's rite cannot be found than those 
contained in the several catechisms of the 
Pedo Baptist churches ; and yet the very 
people who have vowed before God, and 
assenibled huraan witnesses, to maintaín 
and defentl the principies of these confes- 
sions, sufter their puré and sinless offspring 
to be treated as the vilest and most squal- 
id wretch, who has made himself miser- 
able, and debased, and unclean, by his 
own actual gjlt ; perhaps, as Dr. Schwarm 
avers, to "aid in establishing a morè cm- 
ventivnal feeling toward God ,"if, even, the 
child may noi be able to appreciate the 
faith. But l'eter surely knew of far morè 
telling accompaninients to the sacred or- 
dinance when with it he joins repentance 
and on the two, thus united, announces 
promises of the remission of sins and the 
gifl of the Holy (ihost. 

But Dr. Schwarm is honest, and along 
the line of advantage growing out of what 
he is willing to substitute for baptism, on- 
ly hopes that the cliildren of the church 
may by and by, learn to appreciate the 
faith and become estabiished in those 
feelings toward God which may, perchance, 
be developed by their education in the 
theology taught with reference to their so- 
called baptism. Here indeed we have 
the only apparent "Efticiency and Power 
of infant Baptism." 

What a sweet lesson we may learn from 
our Dívine Master. The stainless, guilt- 
less children press toward him to receive 
his word and sinile. The disciples object 
to their going before his presence. But 
the precious Christ rebukes the objection 
and telis the little ones to come. Then 
passing by the sinner's rite, he lovingly 
lays his hands upon their heads and bless- 
esthem. Here is the beautiful emphasis 
given to hís former action when, to John's 
objection to his own baptism he replies as 
the sinner's substitute, "Thusit becometh 
me to fulfïl all righteousness. " 
Meyersdale, l'a. 


Now, how all this can be maile to consist 
Men will with the sprinkling of wàter on the faceof 
sacrifice their religion for money. They an innocent babe, and the pronunciative 
will lower the Standard of the cross of 1 terming of such an act Christian baptism, 


"Christianity is the hope of the fu- 
ture." These words were written on the 
banner of the Okayama Orphanage, which 
hung outside the veranda of a hotel in 
Hiroshima as thirty thousand Japanese 
soldíers, bound for the seat of war, filed 
bv. On the veranda, a band of musicians 
from the Orphanage piayed and sang pa- 
triòtic songs. "Long live Japan ?" shout- 
ed the orphan boys ; and the soldiers rc- 
sponded, "Long live Christianity !"— Ex. 

-^ 

The Lord gives His blessings as He 
gives the fruits of the earth — not lo those 
that wish but to those that labor- 


